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Seniorswantsafety
Bathrooms are the most im-
portant home improvement for
seniors, says a U.S. consumer
website.
The report was made by angies
list.com, which has more than
one million consumers provid-
ing recommendations.
A recent poll of contractors
says seniors want grab bars in
bathrooms, along with walk-in
shower/tub enclosures instead
of bathtubs, and vanities and
lower light switches to accom-
modate wheelchairs, says the
National Association of Home
Builders in the U.S.

— Kathy McCormick

Helping thehomeless

Orphansneedsponsors
A group of people in the home-
building industry are working to
bring 18 orphans from India to
Calgary in an exchange program
with schools May 25 to June 8.
With the help of the non-profit
group For the Love of Children,
the group is being led by Ne-
sha Senan-Nakhwa, who spent
time in an orphanage in India in
2004.
The group is canvassing the
residential construction indus-
try for sponsors.

— Kathy McCormick

National Housing Day is an
initiative to spur ideas toward
solving homelessness by net-
working with people and busi-
nesses involved in social hous-
ing.
This year’s recent breakfast in
Calgary featured Robert Sipka,
CEO of Kanas Corp. His topic
was Opportunity Knocks: Open-
ing Doors for all Calgarians.
The company recently received
$7.5 million from the provincial
government to build a 100-unit
affordable housing develop-
ment called Lumino West.

— Kathy McCormick

KaTHY
mccORMICK
Calgary Herald

You could say that
GarthMann has a
unique view of the world.

The former optician sees through
rose-coloured glasses, continually
expanding his vision since his sights

turned to condominium
development.

More than
three decades

ago, Mann started what is now the
Statesman Group of Companies, cre-
ating what was then one of the first
communities of its kind dedicated
specifically tomeet the needs of the
aging population.
The villa concept was

born— complete com-
munities that had

duplex-style bun-
galows for

active adults. The
homes were placed
together and fenced
for privacy.
“What a Beautiful

Way to Live” became
the slogan and the concept expanded
asmore developments popped up.
Mann’s vision expanded to se-

niors’ centres that had it all — from
self-contained condo suites to ex-
tensive amenities and services in a

luxurious setting. Now the latest
community has evolved, com-
bining the best of all the
other projects.
Riverside Quays is lo-

cated in Inglewood and
it recently openedwith
three show suites and an
extensive amenity centre.
It is a “live, work, shop
and play” community,
saysMann.

Grant Black, Calgary Herald
Garth Mann, president and founder of the Statesman Group of Companies, outside the Riverside Quays project in southeast Calgary.
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Opportu
nity kno

cks?

Lookin
g for a good investm

ent

at the
right p

rice?

Buyers
should

consid
er prop

er-

ties in
11 U.S.

states
that

are emerging
from the reces-

sion. T
hese are Alaska

, Idaho
,

Indiana
, Iowa, Loui

siana,
Mis-

sissipp
i, Missouri

, Montana
,

Nebras
ka, as w

ell as N
orth

and South
Dakota

, repor
ts the

Nation
al Asso

ciation
of Hom

e

Builder
s in the U.S.

The report
is base

d on trends

indicat
ed by Stateli

ne.org
,

which used data from Moody’s

Econom
y.com

— Kathy M
cCorm

ick

Prices re
duced

A Costa Rican gated commu-

nity in the coasta
l provin

ce of

Puntar
enas is

facing
the same

challen
ges as

most oth
er de-

velopm
ents th

ese days.

“Tough
econom

ic times hav
e

hit us a
ll and severa

l home

sites h
ave come back to

us

due to a buyer d
efault,

” says
a

news relea
se about

Joya Paci-

fica — and that m
eans o

ppor-

tunity
for oth

ers. “T
hese home

sites, w
hich origina

lly sold for

$75,00
0 and up, are

marked

for immediate
sale at $40

,000

each.”
Call 1-8

00-993
-0962,

or

visit w
ww.joya

pacific
a.com

— Kathy M
cCorm

ick

Bearmarket

Russia
n interes

t in U.S. pr
oper-

ties —
along with ready cash

and the ability
to quickly

close

a sale — has res
ulted in a surge

of Russ
ian purcha

ses of
luxury

real es
tate in America.

A Russia
n oil baro

n recent
ly

bought
a $51-million US home,

an energy
mogul pu

rchase
d

a $14.5-m
illion house,

and a

Russia
n billiona

ire put $5
0 mil-

lion down on two homes, say
s

d A Mermelstein
and As

MaRTY HOPE

Calgar
y Herald

H
ollywood

legend
s Er-

rol Fly
nn,

Spence
r Tracy

and

Bing Crosby
are sai

d

to have st
ayed there.

JohnWayne is
also said to have

been a visito
r when he sail

ed his

yacht,
The W

ild Goose, u
p B.C.’s

Strait o
f Georgia

.

Anoth
er repu

ted visitor
was the

King of Siam
(now Thaila

nd).

Decades
ago, a V

ancouv
er Islan

d

mansion
constr

ucted in Qualicum

Beach,
B.C., w

as the
destina

tion for

some high-
falooti

n’

visitor
s. It was buil

t

by Brigad
ier-

genera
l Noel Money, a

n avid salmon

fisherm
an who was not

averse
to

throwing som
e

good parties
.

After h
e died in

1939, th
e prope

rty

was sold
toMajor

James Low
ery, a

founde
r of Ca

l-

gary-ba
sed Home

Oil Co. H
e later

sold the pro
perty t

o

R.A. (B
obby) B

rown,

who took ov
er own-

ership
of HomeOil in

the ear
ly 1950

s.

Today,
the Qualicum

Beach
proper

ty is ca
lled

CrownMansion
.

Paradise
preserv

ed
See PARAD

ISE,
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37 Showhomes
Starting from the $280’s

s a n d e r s o n l i v i n g . c a

Call: 403 873 1833


